
DEAR ABBY: My daughter re-
cently told us she is attracted to 
women. I feel she has been unduly 
influenced by her mentor/professor 
at her college, as she quoted this 
woman several times when she 
“came out.”

My daughter has always been 
quiet and shy. She finds it difficult 
to make eye contact with anyone. 
How am I to accept this, especially 
since I feel her mentor took advan-
tage of the situation? I am finding 

it difficult to function at all. I love 
my daughter very much. This just 
hurts. — MOM AT A LOSS IN OR-
EGON

 
DEAR MOM AT A LOSS: I 

understand this has been a 
shock for you, and for that 
you have my sympathy. It is 
possible that your daughter 
has always been quiet and 
shy because she was wres-
tling with who she is, so the 

fact that she told you 
her feelings is a good 
thing.

Because you are 
hurting, it would be 
helpful for you to talk 
to other parents of les-
bians and gays. They 
can help you through 
this period of adjust-
ment. You can find support 
by contacting PFLAG (Par-
ents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays) by calling 
(202) 467-8180 or logging 
onto www.pflag.org. If you 
do, you’ll be better able to 
support your child.

————
DEAR ABBY: My husband and I 

have been married eight years and 
have two children. Our marriage 
has had its share of ups and downs, 
but we always manage to survive 
the bad times.

My problem is my hus-
band sleeps on the couch 
95 percent of the time 
instead of in our bed. He 
makes excuses such as he 
“fell asleep watching TV,” 
or “the kids were sleeping 
in our bed” — even when 
they weren’t. He even goes 
to sleep on the couch after 

we have had sex.
I don’t like sleeping by myself 

every night, and I have tried to 
explain how upsetting this is to 
me. My little girl has even asked 
why Daddy sleeps on the couch. 
Any suggestions? — MISSING MY 
SNUGGLE, MELBOURNE, FLA.

 
DEAR MISSING YOUR 

SNUGGLE: Yes. Have you 
asked your husband why he’s 
not in bed with you anymore? 
Your statement that he leaves 
for the couch after you have 

had sex could indicate that 
one or both of you may have 
a sleeping disorder that pre-
vents him getting enough 
rest. But you’ll never find 
out unless you can get him to 
level with you about what the 
problem is.

————
DEAR ABBY: My darling wife 

died not long ago. I’m still griev-
ing. Please tell me what to do when 
women show up as if I’m available 
to date. They’re not shy. I’m not in-
terested in anyone, especially since 
my wife just passed away. I am still 
emotionally attached to her, and I 
don’t want that feeling to fade.

Abby, these women are forward 
and aggressive. I can’t believe how 
some of them dress. I miss my wife. 
I truly loved her and continue to do 
so. I know in time I’ll meet some-
one, but I’m not ready to jump out 
there because my heart still belongs 

to my wife. I welcome your advice, 
Abby. — HUNTSVILLE WIDOWER

  
DEAR WIDOWER: Please ac-
cept my deepest sympathy 
for the loss of your beloved 
wife. Because you wrote to 
me in longhand rather than 
via the Internet, I’m assum-
ing you are an older gentle-
man. Available men in your 
demographic are hard to 
find, which is probably why 
you’re under siege by the cas-
serole brigade. Actually, it’s 
a compliment that they’re 
lining up. However, because 
you’re not ready to move in 
that direction, politely tell 
the women you prefer to be 
left alone right now to sort 
out your feelings. And, if any-
thing changes, you will let 
them know.

————

Mom thinks daughter’s closet door was opened by her mentor

By Steve Burwick
STAR STAff
sburwick@starhq.com

John Clemence Drop contin-
ued in a life of service following 
a two-year tour in the U.S. Navy 
at the end of World War II, work-
ing for the Belleville, N.J. Police 
Department until his retirement 
in 1981.

Although Drop enlisted at the 
age of 16, he was not able to be-
gin naval training until he turned 
17. He left for basic training on his 
birthday, Nov. 26, 1944. 

“They sent him to Sampson 
Naval Training Camp in New 
York,” said his widow, Patti Drop. 
“John’s civilian work in meat cut-
ting proved a plus for him early 
on, so he was assigned to food ser-
vice, where he worked himself into 
a rank. Then he was in charge. He 
had worked in Kearny, N.J., as a 
meat cutter. Later we lived in Bel-
leville. After basic training he was 
assigned to the newly christened 
ship, the U.S.S. Providence. It was 
a light cruiser,” Mrs. Drop contin-
ued. “They sailed to Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba for their shakedown 
cruise. They did the testing to see 
if the Providence was ready for 
Japan. The cruise proved positive 
for the ship to join in battle in the 
Pacific. It was sailing to the Pa-
cific on the 12th, and Japan sur-
rendered on the 14th. They were 
at the Panama Canal, so they 
returned to port. Later they sent 
them to the Mediterranean to be 
part of a task force between Italy 
and Yalta. The home berth was 
in Naples, Italy. John saw France, 
Italy, Turkey and all that, but he 
was not in the battles there.”

Drop was discharged in July 
1946, rated a ship’s cook second 
class. He married the former Patti 
Myers in Harrison, N.J.

“Our married life was great,” 
said Mrs. Drop. “John was a hard 
worker. He worked in meat man-
agement at A&P and then joined 
the police force in 1956. He was on 
patrol and then he was a firearms 
instructor for Essex County. He 
was always the first one on the job. 
John helped a doctor with a man 
who was in a real bad accident 
and had gone through the wind-
shield,” she recalled. “John stayed 
and helped him. The man, who 
was from Pennsylvania, sent him 
a letter saying ‘How do you thank 

someone who saved your life?’ 
He said he never had a chance 
to meet him and thank him. But 
John didn’t put his chest out at 
stuff like that. He took his job very 
seriously.”

While in N.J., Mrs. Drop worked 
in retail sales for Macy Corp. in 
Newark for eight years, in the chil-
dren’s department. 

“It was called Bamberger’s on 
the Jersey side,” she noted.

Mrs. Drop said the area where 
they lived was known as a Mafia 
haven.

“The Silver Lake section of Bel-
leville was where they filmed the 
Sopranos,” she said. “Belleville is 
about 70-80 percent Italian.”

Drop retired from the police 
force in 1981 following 25 years of 
service, and he and his wife moved 
to Tennessee.  

“He had bought a farm in 
Stoney Creek in 1971. He thought 
he was going to be off the depart-
ment after 20 years but it didn’t 
work out that way,” Mrs. Drop 
recalled. The couple commuted to 
Tennessee for a while until he was 
finally able to retire.

“He had his farm; that was 
his dream. He loved Tennessee,” 
said Mrs. Drop, who was born in 
Johnson City. “He was familiar 
with my family and this area, and 
he wanted to buy land and have 
a farm. We saw the property there 
and we took a chance. He enjoyed 
working on his farm. He was there 

every day. That was his love, go-
ing there every day as if it was his 
work. There in the Dry Hollow 
community, they accepted John. 
They told him ‘You’ve moved up-
town now.’”

For several years before mov-
ing to Tennessee, the Drops had 
rented their farmhouse to Moody 
Aviation students and their fami-
lies.

“It was a good place for them, 
and we were out of state,” said 
Mrs. Drop, who still owns the farm 
but now lives in the Biltmore com-
munity.

Although the couple had no 
children, they embraced their 
nieces, the daughters of Mrs. 
Drop’s sister. 

“We always used to gather at 

our house,” she said. “We had a 
full life. We liked to be active, and 
we both enjoyed home.”

Drop experienced a stroke in 
1997, losing his speech along with 
control of the left side of his body.

“He was in the hospital a long 
time, in a nursing home and then 
I brought him home,” she said. “I 
had him here at home for eight 
years. We were here when they 
struck the World Trade Center. I 
saw it happening and ran to him 
in the bedroom. I said ‘John, look 
at the TV, what’s happening.’ He 
wanted to get ready and go help 
them. He said ‘We can do some-
thing.’ That shows what he was 
made of.”

John Drop passed away in June 
2005.
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John Drop: A life of service
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John Drop served as a cook on the light cruiser U.S.S. Providence, 
which was sailing toward battle duty in the Pacific when the 
Japanese surrendered in September 1945. Instead, Drop and his 
shipmates finished out their tour in the Mediterranean Sea.
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After his Naval tour, John Drop served in the Belleville, N.J., 
Police Department for 25 years. He retired in 1981 to run a farm 
in Stoney Creek.
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John and Patti Drop are pictured sharing a happy moment. 
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